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The President's Letter 
Milwaukee Conference 


On Sunday morning, June 22, we arrived in Milwaukee to attend 
the Ao Le A. Conference. Over 2,000 librarians were there to 
listen, to talk, and to learn, 6 streets seemed to be full of 
people flying along with pro under their arms and badges — 
shining in the sun, The weather was ideal, Pine and not too hot, 
which made for outside comfort, and the food being excelisnt every 
where, there was mellow contentment within. 


Most of the mecstings, and all of the public assemblies, were 
held in the Milwaukee Arena, The displays arranged by the A. Te he, 
the publishers and the library supply houses were colorful and 
attractive. <A number of children’s books and Vice«President 
Wallace's superb little book, The Price of Free Works Vigtory were 
sélling briskly. Then one wished tha & Wa 6 ces an 
Tradé Board didn't hold the purse strings so tightly, 





There were several mectings of Canadian librarians, too hurricsd 
to bé complétély satisfactory, but it was interesting to mest 
librarians from all over the country, about thirty-five altogether. 
At the last meeting plans were started for the next A. le Ae 
conference to bé held in Toronto. The ghost at the feast was the 
possibility of restricted travel by that timé. 


The chisf specohes have been published in the July a Beis 
Puljctine Dr. Charles H. Brown, the Presdient and Chai » nad 
t. Fip6 wit which lightened his remarks. In his presidential 
address Dr. Brown stated: 


"In order to attain a permanent peace we must first win the 
ware A statement has appeared in one of our professional 
périodicals that ‘'Librarics do not fight in a war’. But 
this is a total war. All of us must fight, not for the 
glorification of our profession or our librarics, but e 
because our work is essential, Food, books, or sven tanks 
or planes would be useless in achieving victory without 
the aid of other instruments, but al] are necessary in 
vorying degrecs." 


This was the note of all the specches and discussions of the first 
conference sinoe the United States entered the war: Librariss and 
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the war, wartime policy, the importancc of books in a democracy 
in war and p6acce 


Ons of the interesting spcakers at the conference was Edgar 
ins6l Mowrer. As one of tho most thoughtful American fone 
correspondents, he had pointed out as carly as 1933 that Hitler 
meant ware Now working with Archibald MecLcish in the Office of 
Facts and Figures, Mowrer discussed the whole problem of cénsorship 
in "Informing the Citizen in a World at War." A clear speaker, 
looking a little like Abraham Lincoln, hé said: : 


¢ "see books can't win the war. But maybe - in fact, surely = 
- pooks could decide what sort of war we arc winning. For that 

will depend upon the kind of pcacé we gct,. ind since we are 
going to win this war - the kind of peace we géet will, if we 
ares competent, to 1 considerable dcgree reflect the kina of 
peéac6s we wante Crcéating a désirc for the right sort of peace 
is a task that can be perhaps more cffectively accomplished 
by books than by any other medium. For radio memorics and 
newspaper headlines fade quickly, while impressions from books 
remain, if the author if worthy of his craft. 
"The p6ace wG finally gct in going largely to be determincd ; 
not only by what books are going to be written —- for many + 
kinds are going to be writtcn - but by what books are going ‘| 
to bc most read by the right people. Here is where the 
handlers of books emerge with unrivalled influence," 








Tuésday morning cveryons fot a’ big Lift when Robert J. 
Blakely, of the Des Moines Register, gave what was perhaps’ the 33 
brightest speech of the confcrencé. Mr. Blakely was young, a , ; 
fluent and vigorous speaker, ond a man of ideas as well. in intro- 
ducing him, President Brown said he was associated with o ncwspaper ia 
which had played a vital pert in moulding public opinion in the 
Middle West to a broad understanding of world affairs, After 
covering the issues of the wor, Mr. Blakely stressed the need for 
better and more simply written books, for bettcr librarians and b 
bettcr porsonnel in Gvery dcmocratic institution, for better library -_ 
sérvice for men in the armed forces end for minority groups, for 
more mén in the library profcssion. "What we necd", he said, "is ~ 
good will, ond the intclligcnec to implement it. As St. Paui said, 
"We must be oll things to all men" - if we can convert them". The 
temptation’ is great to quote indcéfinitcly, but this is not the | 
placc. Do, though, read the whole thing or you will miss a jewel, 








Friday cvéning Archibald MscLlcish, distinguished post and 
Librarian of Congress, gave a sps6ech "howard an Intclléctual : 
Offensive." It was sad to have to léave the confercnces without 
hearing it, but Nova Scotia was too far from Milwaukce for psoplé iE 
to stay who had to be back on Monday, so there was no alternative 
but to depart and sighe Perhaps next year in Torgnto eee On6é 
of the interesting points brought out in the publ+ahed spéecch, 
howsver, was this: 





“ars arc won by thosé who mcan' to win them, not by those 
who intend to avoid losing them, and victorics are gained 
by’ those who strike, not by those who parry. 


SS Se 















= Boe 


"T'.6 city of learning - or so it scems to me - can be defondcd 
in this war only as the city of frocdom can be defendcd: by 
attack... And unless we are ready now or vcry soon to bring 
the battle to our cnomics and ovcrcome thom = to strikc down 
ignorancc where ignorance appcars = to fly bur flag of truth 
and reason highcr than our 6nemics can cut it down - wo cannot 
win this war within the wor on which the outcome of the war 


itsclf depends." 
Marion Gilroy 





Mount Saint Vincent School of Library Scicnce 


Since 1938, Mount Saint Vincent Collcge has becn offering 
courscs leading to the degree of Bachclor of Sciences in Library 
Sciences, conferred on thosé who have succsssfully comploted thirty 
seméster hours of work. The aim and idéal of the School is to 
attract and develop women capable of becoming léaders in the library 
profcssion. It offers o basic oné-year goncral course in library 
méthods and techniques, and gives such training as will fit studchts — 
for professional servicc in public, collegc, and school librarics, 





The requirements for admission arc: | i 

le An approved Bachclor's degrecs from a recognized collcgs 
or university. ‘ 

2 Reading knowledgc of French or German. A knowlcdge of LF 
both languagcs is strongly advised. ik 

3e A reasonable facility in the use of the typowriter,. ia 

4. The posssssion of psrsonal qualificatioms, such as, ability + 
to makc contacts, accuracy, reliability, responsibility, a 
and the spirit of service that will make for success in 
library work. 


Ti.ré arc probably those who wonder why another library school 
is necded, where applicants are to bc found, and where, when 
trained, tney are to be placed? These are but some of the qucstions 
on which wc also pondered before we notificd the Busrd of Education 
for Librarianship of the Amcrican Library Association of our dcsire 
to qualify for accrediting, We think that wo have satisfactory 
answers to these quéricss 


In a report to the Carnsgic Corporation on library schools, — 
Dean Williamson advised the filling of existing schools to capacity 
before 6stablishing new ones, unless there wore a lack of training 
agencics in certain areas, Surely such a lack cxists in the 
Maritimes But why should we, the youngest of the colleges here, 
be so rash as to undertakes the work? Though the College is young, 
the Community of which Mount Saint Vincent is the Mother House 
will in 1949, celebrate the centenary of the arrivel of the firat 
four Sistcrs from New York. Some two thousand have followed in 
the footsteps of those pionesrs and houscs of the Order arc now | 
to be found in provinces of C.:nada from the Atlantic to the Pacific, 
and in Massachusctts, New York, New Jersey, and the State of ; 4 
Washington. The Sisters are laboring in some cighty-cight éduca- iq 
tional cstablishments of various types, in seven hospitals, and in y 
about the samc number of charitable institutions and social servicc 
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contres, In all thesc, books and libraries aro playing an incrcas~ 
ingly important part and the demand for properly treined people to 
oarry on this work has grown proportiona ory G cost of sending 
away, to widely scattcred library schools, the ls number 
required was prohibitive, and in thesc war tines, ossible, so 
it seemed wiscr to make an cnduring invcstment in s school of our | 
own which could continus to train the members of our Order as thoy 
were nesded, Alrcady two other Religious Orders in the Maritimcs | 
havc scnt Sisters here for tho coursc. Thus we have two sourcés } 
of supply where only those bost fittad will be ohosen to propars 
for definite positions awaiting thom, Men, 
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Purthemors, we have a third sources from which to draw students 
since there is an inorcasing interest’ in the work among our own 
‘graduatcs and those of othcr colleges, Cartainly the future holds 
cxciting possibilitics for librarians cspecially in Canada wheres 
little more than the segcoast of the library has been 6xplored ond 
the few blazed trails point ths way to new territory, new outposts, 
wherc horizon follows horizon, Few othcr social agencies, it 
would s6am, can anticipate so widespread an opportunity for general 
6xpansion or so grcat a development of cducationsal serviass the 
days ahcad as can the libraries if they makc ready now, We fecl 
it is a privilege to help to prepare leaders in the movement. 


Mr, Charlics E. Rush has described the librarian of the future 
as "an interesting composite, having many of the qualifications 
of a sociologist, psychologist, teachcr, historian, bibliographéree, 
With changing conccptions of valucs and objcotives there must’ come 
& more compstent leadership, exhibiting strength of character 
intclisctual curiosity, enthusiastic vision, forceful personality, 
administrative ability and frecdom from prejudice ond tradition". 








It is a far cry from the training necessary to prepare this 
paragon to that outlined by Mclvil Dewey in the establishment of 
the first School of Library Economy at Columbia College in 1887, 
Instruction was condensed into a single quarter, and an opportunity 
foro tweysar apprenticeship was offered to those who could afford 
the time. As an Gcxouse for the bricf training, Mr, tay © eat 
that many librarians have started careers with only the help 
gained by visiting some wellerun library for a day or pérkaps a 
week, or by attending the mestings of some library associations 
However, among admission requirements he stressed good moral 
charactor, sufficient natural fitness, ability, and sducation to 
take the coursc creditably. 





Three years later, in 1890, Dr. BF, C. Richardson, anticipating | 
Mr. Rush's paragon, gave as his idea of the necsssary squipment tr 
for a librarian, a knowledge of all mechanical dctails from A. to ie 
Izzard; a wide knowledges of languages <= I tin, Greek, Hobrew, 
English, French, Gorman, Italian, Spanish, at the very least, with 
Q practical knowledgs of at least a dozen mores; a thorough and 
cosmopolitan knowlcdgs of Encyclopedia, Literatures, History and 
Bibliography; ond e thorough business preparation. 


Today library training is still in its fo tive stags, and 
in the prescnt critical period the nature and objcctives «.” . 
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of library schools are undcrgoing scarching cxamination. It 
scemed wiscst for us to Chart 1s middlé course between the tradi-. 
tional form and pattcrn and the rescarch types of study. We also 
décidcd on qualifying as a Type II rather than Type III school, 
requiring 2 B.A. degrees as our first entrance requirement. There 
s6écms to bé a strong movemcnt on foot toward a four ycar undcr- 
graduate course of unificd snd carefully outlined work on the ‘ 
principle that by this sprcading of library courses, students 
would not be rushed through their training, but would rather gain , 
p6rspcctive and a lasting disciplinc., We, on the other hand, feel 
thet though o degrceé docs not always guarantse a satisfactory 
g6neral education, the basic preparation of four yéars in a liberal 
arts colleégs is désirable for students who wish to acquire thc two 
outstanding qualitics of a librarian - a knoWlcdge of books and 
people. Sincsc the Sistcrs will largely have to got thcoir training 
through summer schools, thcy will have the ycar bctween for 
practice, cxpcrimcntstion, and study; so that the unavoidable 
spreading of the courscs will be to their adventage. 
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A frcoquent criticism is that library training has savored too 
much of the vocational school and apprenticc class, offering too 
littic of o truc proféssionai teaching agency contéring on creative 
and reflective thought. it has turned out what Archibald MaclLeish 
calls "mere check-boys in the cloak room of culture", We realizcd 
that if we were to avoid this "dry-as-dust" training, we would 
neécd to broaden our scops, smphasize fundamcntal subjects, apply 
principles rather than difficult proccdure, adapt learning 
facilitics to the needs of individuals, and offer opportunities 
for intellectual growth. By so doing we hope to prepare librarians 
who realize "that a library is not an 6nd in itsclf but a meéans 
to many ends, and they must bc ready to offer leadership in adapt- 
ing and intcgrating the functions of the library with those of 
Other cducational and social. agcncieés. Such a career demands the 
fullcst possible devclopment of personal ability and social 
understanding." 





All accredited library schoois arc now affiliated with degres 
granting colleges and universities. In 1936, Mr. Munn repeated 
this criticism: "In ail too many cases, the connection between 
library school and university is one of official recognition only; 
in fow cascs has the library school become part of the actual 
fabric of the university." But here is where the small college 
has the advantage. At the Mount thers is close integration 
between the library and the various departments; and students in 
the Library School have constant opportunity for translating theory 
into practice. Thcy assist with ths actual cataloging, classifying, 
and filing of the Gollege and Academy libraries; prepare sxhibits; 
answer refcrenes questions and make bibliogrsphics not merely for 
the Faculty, but for other libraries; give book talks to Academy 
pupils; and have a varicty of experience in-circulation work and 
book scléection for the public in the Mount Iending Library which 
supplics books end a reader's advisory service to children, young 
peopic, and adults of thc surrounding villages, In this way the 
big gap between library school, and active, efficisnt library 
seérvics is partially bridged. Moreover, attendance at lectures 
musicales, dromatic performances, ana e variety of social functions 
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which form an important pert of lifc in « small collcgc is also 
an Gcducation, giving an appreciation of the Fine Arts, and a 
training in the amenities of lifc. 


By all these mcans, we hops to cducatc the librarian of the 
future, who, to quote Mr. Rush once morc, “will be mcasured by the 
dégree with which hor library providés intcllectual stimulation © 
and liberaliizing culturc, looking to a bettcr understanding of 
lifes problems and joys. Her most important duty will be to live 
helpfully." We trust that sho will be a lifcilong crusader in the 
war on ignorance, boredom, narrowness, prejudice, and various 
forms of “tyranny ovcr the minds of me6n.* 


id 


Sistcr Francis dé Salcs 





Mary Cathcrine Macdonald 


The Maritime librarians who attendcd the M Ie Ae Conference 
at Antigonish during the summcr of 1937 wili romember woll our 
grecious hostcss, Miss Mary Catherine Mecdonald, then librarian 
of St. Francis Xavicr Univcrsity, and will regret her passing at 
Antigonish on the 25th of iast June aftcr morc than a year's 
illincss. Miss Macdonald had been associated with St. Francis Xayicr 
since 1919, We quotc from an editorial in The Halifax Chronicle: 
"It was Miss Macdonald who kncw the students as no other member 
of the university staff Gvcr could. + was to her they came for 
guidance and assistance in the reading and research which forms so 
largc 2 part of the years spcnt in study at the university. Out 
of her desp understanding and wide culture Miss Macdonald occupicd 
a truly vital part in the lifc of «= great university." 


Not only in her home town and in the library she served so 
faithfully will Ma:y ©. Macdonald be greatly missed; shc will lcng 
be remembered and regretted in those cireclcs of the Maritimes 
where the members of her profession mcect for confcrence. She 
joincd the M. Le A. in 1935, snd thereafter she did not miss an 
annual conference until hor illness came upon her. She always 
gave hearty expression to her interest in the organization, and in 
its quarterly Bulletin, to which she was an occasional and valued 
contributor. The memory of hcr strong, sincere life devoted to 
happy cndéavor in the scrvice of cducation will long remain with use 


A New Library at Sandy Covc, No. S. 


On Tucsday, July 28, a now public library in a new and 
beautiful building was formally opened at Sandy Covc, NeS. The 
suggestion that this village have a library of its own camé 
first in 1935 from Miss Treeman, a New York lady who was spending 
the summer at this favorite scaside resort. Miss Treeman died 
that same year, but a librarian of Philadelphia, Miss Enily Taylor, 
took up the project and during her annual summer visits pursued 
it with enthusiasm and success. The library was first kept in 
.privatd houscs, but as it continucd to grow thc people of Sandy 
‘Cove decided to givs it a home of its own, and a suitaklc 
building was erected by Balfour Svccit of Barton. Mrs. B. F. Moore, 
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librarian of Moncton Public Library;-wesfcs that shc visited the 
library and Was thoroughly charmed, The school is next door, she 
says, and both buildings arc on a hill ovcrlooking the water. 

The library has 1409 books, is woll furnished with casy chairs 


and small tablcs, has an open fircplacc, and is opcn to the public it 
two days g wack, { 











It is reportcd that Barton and Piympton, both in Digby 
County, also havc public librarics, 
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Notes and Pcrsonals 


Miss Nora Brteéson and Miss Marion Cilroy attended the Ae Le Ae 
Conference at Milwaukee in June, 


Rcv. Sisteor Francis dé Saics, whose article on the Mount St. 
Vincent School of Library Seience appears in this issuc of tho 
Bullétin, aiso attcnded the Milwaukec Confcrence. 


Dr. Ge R. Lomer, McGili University Librarian ond Miss Gracc 
Roynolds, a member of his staff, heave compiled the following: 
Preliminary List of Names for The Directory of Canadian Libraricse 
Though 1725 names arc listed Dr. Lomer writcs that in all proba- 
bility the compilérs will procccd to maxé a compister list this 
winter, and that an annual iist, not possiblic now, would bo ideal. 


The work was underteken nnder the auspices of the Cenadian Library 
Council. 





The Editor of the M. Lo A; Bullotin, Mrse Mary Kinley Ingraham, 
on August First compictcd twenty~five ycars of service as 
librarian of Acadia University. 


Mrs. Berdia 3. Moore, librarian of Moncton Public Library, writes: 
"We keécp busy. Jest month 101 army sarvice men took out cards." 
Mrse Moors writes further that the Library gives thése soldiers 
mors than book service; it helps them to pla trips, to find 


apartments, and to take advantage of cultural opportunities in 
the city. 


Miss Jéan C. Gill, Librarian of the Legislsasive and Public 
Library at Charlottetown, P.H.i., writes us hopefully about her 
work. The circulation is not.so large as heretofore, doubtless 
becauss a general Library has recently been established at the 
RoAeF. Airport, and also a Recreational Library at the head- 
quarters of the Canadian Icgion. Miss Gill carly in the summer it 
had on display in the Livrary under her care twelve war maps tt 
prepared by the Forcign Policy issociation. ‘Ths public showed 
great interest. 











There were 35 responses to our request in the last issues for a vote 
ratifying the constitution of the Canedian Library Council. and for 
the appointment of Miss Nora Bstceson as our representative. 

All voted in the affirmative on both issussa 





